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ABRAHAM    LINCOLN 

Lincoln  began  to  share  in  the  prevailing 
impression,  that  he  would  not  be  re-elected. 
Then  his  enemies  circulated  the  absurd  rumor 
that  the  President  ^nd  his  cabinet,  being  sure 
of  defeat  at  the  polls,  would  willingly  help  on 
the  ruin  that  they  were  not  able  to  avert. 

With  these  things  in  view,  Mr.  Lincoln, 
on  the  23rd  of  August,  wrote  the  following 
memorandum: 

"This  morning,  and  for  some  days  past,  it 
seems  exceedias'ly  probable  that  this  ad- 
ministration will  not  be  re-elected.  Then  it 
will  be  my  duty  to  so  co-Qperate  with  the 
President-elect  as  to  save  the  Union  between 
the  election  and  the  inauguration,  as  he  will 
have  to  secure  his  election  on  such  grounds 
that  he  can  not  possibly  save  it  afterwards." 

What  can  the  carping  critic  sav  now  of  the 
politician  Lincoln?  Politician  he  truly  was; 
but  the  primary  difference  between  a  politi- 
cian and  a  statesman  is  the  essential  motive 
which  moves  them  to  action,  and  in  the  midst 
of  a  dark  hour,  when  it  seemed  that  his  coun- 
try was  determined  not  to  appreciate  the  effort 
which  he  was  making  to  save  and  preserve  the 
integrity  of  the  Union,  he  puts  aside  his  own 
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ambition,  ,an  ambition  worthy  (Of  the  best 
American,  and  pledges  to  himself  and  Al- 
mighty God,  that  whatever  he  does  must  be 
done  to  the  end  of  saving  an'd  preserving  the 
Union.  And  during  his  entire  life,  this  spirit 
ruled  and  governed  his  every -action. 

And  even  in  his  triumphs,  this  spirit  never 
for  one  moment  deserted  him.  After  he  had 
been  triumphantly  re-elected  to  the  Presi- 
dency, his  enemies  discornfited  —  the  most 
powerful  man  in  the  United  States — the  whole 
world  ringing  his  praise,  he  is  called  upon  on 
(two  occasions  to  answer  a  serenade.  On  one 
occasion  he  savs  in  response: 

'^1  am  thankful  to  God  for  this  approval  of 
the  people,  but  while  deeply  grateful  for  this 
mark  of  their  confidence  in  me,  if  I  know  my 
own  heart,  my  gratitude  is  free  from  any  taint 
of  personal  triumph.  I  do  not  impugn  the 
motives  of  anyone  opposed  to  me.  It  is  no 
pleasure  to  me  to  triumph  over  anyone,  but  I 
give  thanks  to  the  Almighty  for  this  evidence 
of  the  people's  resolution  to  stand  by  free  gov- 
ernment and  the  rights  of  humanity." 

Again,  some  days  later,  in  answer  to  another 
serenade,  he  said: 
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"Alas!  The  rebellion  continues.  And  now 
that  the  election  is  over,  may  not  all  have  a 
common  interest  to  reunite  in  a  common  effort 
to  save  our  common  country?  For  my  own 
part,  I  have  striven,  and  shall  strive  to  avoid 
placing  any  obstacle  in  the  way.  So  long  as 
I  have  been  here,  I  have  not  willingly  planted 
a  thorn  in  any  man's  bosom.  While  I  am  duly 
sensible  to  the  high  compliment  of  a  re-elec- 
tion, and  duly  grateful,  as  I  trust  to  Almighty 
God,  for  having  directed  my  countrymen  to 
a  right  conclusion,  as  I  think,  for  their  good, 
it  adds  nothing  to  my  satisfaction  that  any 
other  man  may  be  disappointed  by  the  result. 

"May  I  ask  those  who  have  not  differed 
with  me,  to  join  me  in  the  same  spirit  toward 
those  who  have." 
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